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Message Text 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 01 COTONO 00420 210958Z 
ACTION PM-05 

INFO OCT-01 AF-10 ISO-OO INR-10 SS-15 NSCE-00 SSO-OO 
INRE-00 A-01 OPR-02 CPR-01 SY-05 USSS-00 DODE-OO 
/050 W 

069383 211010Z/15 

O 210900Z MAR 78 

FM AMEMBASSY COTONOU 

TO 89 MAG ANDREWS AFB MD/DOCP/DGN// 

INFO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 0552 
AMEMBASSY LAGOS PRIORITY 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE COTONOU 0420 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: EAIR, OVIP 

SUB J : OVERFLIGHT CLEARANCE FOR PRESIDENTIAL PARTY 
REF: 89 MAG P 172146Z MAR 78 (NOTAL) 

1 . EMBASSY INFORMED GOVERNMENT OF PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF BENIN 
(GPRB ) MAR 21 OF REQUEST FOR OVERFLIGHT CLEARANCE AND ALTERNATE 
LANDING STATUS. CLEARANCE SHOULD TAKE FOUR TO FIVE DAYS. BECAUSE 
OF THE DIFFICULTIES OF RECEIVING CLEARANCES FROM THE GPRB. 
HOWEVER, IT MAY BE EXTREMELY DIFFICULT TO OBTAIN PERMISSION FOR 
ANY LAST MINUTE CHANGES IN THE SCHEDULE, BEYOND THE 72 HOUR 
SCHED VARIATION GRANTED WITH ALL OVERFLIEHT CLEARANCES. 

2. WE ARE CHECKING ON POSSIBILITY OF COTONOU AS ALTERNATE 
LANDING SITE. GIVEN OUR PROBLEMS IN DEALING WITH GPRB. HOWEVER, 
SUGGEST YOU EXAMINE POSSIBILITY USING LOME INSTEAD OF COTONOU. 
THOMPSON 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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